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CASEY HELPING OR HURTING INTELLIGENCE EFFORT* 5 
BY DANA WALLER 
WASHINGTON 

Director William Casey may be trvino to i nt i mi riat-o h,™ , „ 

Casey has asked the Justice Department to consider nrosecutinn wur w 

an obscure 1950 national security law for a report nal I under 

project the network said was compromised by accused sdv Ron^M ?o^ lntelllgenc8 
in Baltimore. ^ y dULUbea spy Ronald Pelton, on trial 

NBC News and the correspondent who reported the story declinpn t n 
uesaay, except to say the network's lauyers uere meeting in New York. C °"' ent 

nn^ou"; T CEnter f0r De,ense '"'"-“on, a 

g.ven the Soviets untntendedWiiteingenc/C^riauo:" 3 tM NBC rep0rt ' 

"If this man Pelton did provide information to the Soviets as al i pn pH M 

s e n s f 1 1 v e W > n P o r t a^t °a n d p™j&‘ tVu” Tt '"V «• 

the soviets cSuld only ce^La^ i^.au^ .*? "°“ 

the J pre S s‘ rt s^d’ r e< eCUUVe aUector ° f the ^porters Committee for Freedom of 
nefore taking formal le^Vs^""" 1 " 9 lntlBiaat ‘"9 ‘-he news media even 


law 


sue said she hoped this uould not tie chosen as the test case fo 


r the 1950 


that can de ^ntes^e^rnlt "yet yalT e ^anaoed* ^a* l/ 0 / ^ “>‘*'"9 

organizations some serious pause about tha^M * 0 a J M ast 91 ve some news 
said. "If you can intimidate the media, ‘des'IYhlng ' 

isssr « ^c«r^uT rtt 

£»£«?"" 5S ‘ a tB * NBC report a ‘ a »« appear' to^inty 

and ::; n : ^ ^ro^ e ^ 1 1*7 ^ ‘ uouia — 1 , 

prosecution Pefore deeding to make any changes “n n«s 5 « 4 ^„ a g C po"c” 

CBS News executive John Huddy said, "I WOu id cprtaimw n„t 
or air anything that would cause the loss of lifp V V V no * want tQ P ubll5h 
catastrophic setback in American intelligence . 1 f E operatlon Dr a 

being victiniUed, Vhat ma^This^is^the $ f iTst^teoTn Kn0W WflBn you ' re 
other administration to shut down thepress." ^ P m0VS by thls or an ^ 
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The NBC report, Oy James Polk, discussed the activities of Pelton, a former 
National Security Agency employee accused of giving Soviet agents information 
about U.5. interception of Soviet communications. 

Polk reported: ’'Pelton apparently gave away one of the NSA’s most sensitive 
secrets, a project with the code name ’Ivy Bells' believed to be a top-secret 
eavesdropping program by American submarines inside Soviet harbors.' 1 

''Ivy Bells, 11 according to a defense analyst who asked to remain anonymous, 

is part of a $1 billion Naval deception, submarine reconnaissance, electronic 
warfare and intelligence operation. 
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